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The Tabernacle
Main Point: God provided a way to be with His people.

Key Verse: Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. - Exodus 40:34 ESV
Materials: Strips of paper with parts of the Tabernacle, one extra sheet of paper
Hands on Application:
· Say: We just learned about the Tabernacle in our lesson today. The Tabernacle was really important to the Hebrew people in its day – it was the place where God’s presence was! And once a year, the High Priest went into the Tabernacle, into the Holy of Holies where God’s presence was, to offer a sacrifice that would cover the sins of God’s people. Can you imagine getting to come face to face with the holy presence of God? This would be the most incredible experience!

· Say: There were a lot of parts to the Tabernacle. Let’s take a closer look at each one. Divide the students as evenly as possible into six groups. Give each group one of the strips of paper with a part of the Tabernacle and ask the students to use the Bible verses on the strips to look up the purpose of each part. Then have the students write down the purpose of the part on the strip. Give hints if they need help. Allow students to share their answers with the group. 
Group Discussion:

· Say: After the Israelites settled in the Promised Land, God allowed them to build a more permanent version of the Tabernacle. It was called the Temple. It was just like the Tabernacle, but it stayed in one place. It had all the same parts as the Tabernacle. Each of the many parts of the Temple was very important, but I want to focus on one in particular. The part I want to talk about is the curtain that separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Tabernacle. The curtain was very thick; we believe it was about as thick as my hand is wide.  Hold up your sheet of paper to be your “curtain.” What was this curtain for? To separate God from the people, because God cannot tolerate the presence of sin. Only one person, the High Priest, was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies, and even he was only allowed in one time a year. While he was in the Holy of Holies, the high priest had to be extremely careful to do absolutely NOTHING wrong, or else he would be stricken dead. God is perfect, and is very, very serious about sin.

· Say: There came a day, however, when God tore the curtain in the from top to bottom. Tear your “curtain” in half from top to bottom. This happened when Jesus, the Son of God, died on the cross, as the final and perfect sacrifice to completely remove the sins of all people. When Jesus died, the separation between God and people disappeared. Everyone who trusts Jesus to forgive their sins is now ALWAYS in God’s glorious presence – no more going into the Holy of Holies to encounter God! Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 6:19. Say: God’s Spirit lives inside of each person who puts their trust in Jesus. God’s presence is always with His people!

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will remember that everyone who is in Jesus is always with the presence of God. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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Bronze Altar (Exodus 27:1-8):

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Basin (Exodus 30:17-21):

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Lamp Stand (Exodus 25:31-40):

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Table with Bread (Exodus 25:23-30):

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Altar of Incense (Exodus 30:1-10):

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22):

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Answers for the teacher:
The bronze altar was used by the high priest to make burnt sacrifices to God.

The basin was used by the priest to wash before entering the Holy Place in the Tabernacle.

The lampstand provided the only source of light in the Tabernacle.

The table with bread held bread that was to be before God at all times.

The altar of incense was used to burn incense to God, symbolizing the prayers of the Israelites to Him.

The ark of the covenant was where God would meet with the high priest to give His commandments for the Israelites.










